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The Text of an Arehaie Tablet in the E. A. Hoffman Collec- 
tion. — By Ellen Seton Ogden, of New York. 

Ik the spring of 1901, while a student in Semitics at Bryn 
Mawr College, my attention was called by a footnote in Dr. 
RadauV book, to a very archaic Babylonian tablet in the E. A. 
Hoffman collection in the General Theological Seminary, New 




York City. By the kind permission of the Dean, the Very 
Rev. E. A. Hoffman, a copy was made; and as subsequent study 



1 Rev. Hugo Eadau ; Early Babylonian History, p. 12, note 1, and 
Appendix, p. 321. 



20 E. S. Off den, The Text of an Archaic Tablet. [1902. 

of the inscription has shown it to be of exceptional antiquity 
and interest, the accompanying text is offered as a small contri- 
bution to the material for this period. 

The tablet, which, with five others, was purchased in 1898 
by Dean Hoffman, in Paris, and which forms part of a larger 
collection obtained in 1896, is of smooth black stone, 3% by 3% 
in. in size, with convex sides, sloping from 1% in. at the center 
to % on the flat edges. The signs are clearly and strongly cut 
and the tablet itself in a perfect state of preservation. In the 
lower right hand case the bases of the signs are carried down 
over the edges, as though there were not room above. 



